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Question 1 

In the Maghreb countries, governments invest in basic infrastructures to develop 

communication networks across the territory in order to extend connectivity to the 

remote regions. The immediate goal is to bring the user closer to the network. The 

digitization of institutions and public services is progressing to a certain extent 

depending on the country. 

The majority of large and medium sized enterprises use basic ICTs, they create 

websites, use social media to promote their products and exchange with their clients. 

They file trademarks, domain names; they protect themselves from counterfeiting 

and unfair competition. 

Likewise, universities are starting to use digital resources; some of them introduced 

units related to databases using, created spaces dedicated to the digitization of 

research papers and publications. Such actions will support the emergence of a digital 

culture which will open the way to new ICT skills. 

The Council is coming at a great time to instil a new dynamic and breathe life into the 

innovations systems that are currently in a dormant state because of the execution of 

scientific research and innovations politics, the creation of bridges between the 

academic and rural world that is struggling to take off. The industrial/marketing 

valorization projects concerning Opuntia related products are ongoing in the three 

countries. The field is suitable to integrate ICTs, we must “work with what we have”. 

The development climate initiated by an international institution is stimulating to the 

technology holders to invest directly or indirectly in the Maghreb countries. The 

intellectual property system in the three countries is reassuring; their regulatory and 

legislative frameworks are complying with the TRIPS (Trade-Related Aspects of 

Intellectual Property Rights) agreement standards. 

Algeria being wealthier than its neighbours can invest in both material and 

immaterial technologies, the using of the latter is necessary to reach its development 

goals by 2020/2030 (01). 



Question 3 

The digital council role which is presented in two wide sections, namely the 

construction of a knowledge pole on one hand and a political and regulatory 

framework on the other hand does not seem to be evenly distributed. Indeed, the 

first one specifies certain tasks such as “research and existing resources grouping”, 

“collaboration between actors”, “efficient orientations of R&D investments”. The 

latter declines the role under the form of a catalogue consisting of providing 

“practical guides”, “tools” and “key performance indications” destined for officials 

and political decision-makers. This does raise questions about the implication of the 

Council, Is it limiting itself to the construction of knowledge pole only? 

It seems that the role of the Council looking from the enumerated tasks is susceptible 

to improve the knowledge gap concerning the development of the digital agriculture 

in general. It answers partially to the second lack, the integration gap, because it 

works towards the collaboration and coordination between the stakeholders. 

Although the foregoing is a determining contribution for innovation, however, being 

that the process of innovation is not addressed; the solutions to repair the innovation 

gap are not in sight. 

Question 4 

The Council recognizes the challenge that awaits it to overcome the difficulties faced 

in order to adopt the technologies. Indeed, past experiences concerning technology 

transfer were perennial, the choice of technologies is not easier today in relation to 

the market, technology level and the absorption capacity of the actors all along the 

value chain of the sector. 

The obstacles to overcome are numerous and diversified considering the plurality of 

actors, occupations and profiles. The absence of a pertinent operational strategy in 

conducting innovation projects explains the status quo of certain projects. Persuasive 

results represent guarantees that determine the efficiency of the Council’s actions, 

the future of the development of digital agriculture depends on them. 

The tasks are multi-disciplinary, the elaboration of an action plan from the 

needs/solution study to the production/manufacturing/sales needs a meeting 

between experts in the corresponding sector. It seems that the Council should arm 

itself with a capacity to assist the users of the technology and not to only perform a 

duplication but to create and innovate. Otherwise, we will deal with a “remake” of 

the classical technology transfer North/South brought up to date. (2) (Information 

containment and renewal in the technology transfer). 



 

(1) Algeria, a new model of economical growth by 2020/2030 

(2) FAO/FSN, using of the ICTs in the industrial/marketing valorization. 

  


